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EHS Vocal Jazz: Premium Blend
Course Syllabus

Instructor: Seth McMullen

Course Number: 806-01

Pre-requisite: Acceptance by audition only and enrollment in a classical ensemble
Course Overview: An advanced performance based course with an emphasis on vocal
jazz, teaching basics in vocal improvisation, jazz theory, jazz literature and jazz history,
as well as advanced concepts in singing, music literature, history, theory, music
appreciation, and vocal presentation. This course requires participation at all
performances. There will be extensive out of school commitments required of this
ensemble. This class will be held to the highest standards of academic rigor and
performance excellence. During this course, the student will work towards performance
proficiency in the following areas:

Rhythm - demonstrate, through performance, the rhythmic styles and concepts
associated with various jazz genres

Melody - demonstrate through performance the ability to improvise melodies (with
appropriate syllable choices) within the context of a given style

Harmony - demonstrate an understanding of how chord tones affect harmony, blend
and balance

Texture - demonstrate through performance stylistically correct textural changes in
the rhythm section or voices

Form - recognize the traditional structures of jazz forms, and demonstrate ways in
which the form of a composition can be changed utilizing jazz techniques

Expressive Elements - demonstrate an understanding of expressive elements unique
to the jazz idiom

Timbre - discuss and apply timbre choice both in composed works and improvised
music

Aesthetics - verbalize the intrinsic value of a given musical work

Culture - demonstrate, through performance, a historically and culturally appropriate
interpretation of jazz genres

Performance - demonstrate proper microphone technique and stylistically appropriate
movement within the context of a jazz performance

Texts: Texts will be selected from published works of varied cultures ranging in time
period 1900-present day, as well as the occasional unpublished work or arrangement of
the director or various students. Texts will be selected according to the overall
proficiency of the ensemble.



EHS A Cappella Choir: Sonous
Course Syllabus

Instructor: Seth McMullen

Course Number: 802-01

Pre-requisite: Acceptance by audition only

Course Overview: A select, advanced performance based course with an emphasis on
large-ensemble choral music, as well as basics in singing, music literature, history,
theory, music appreciation, and vocal presentation. This course requires participation at
all performances, as well as some out-of-school rehearsals. There will be extensive out
of school commitments required of this ensemble. This class will be held to the highest
standards of academic rigor and performance excellence. During this course, the student
will work towards performance proficiency in the following areas:

Rhythm - demonstrate, through performance, different rhythmic styles reflecting
various musical periods and genres

Melody - demonstrate accurate sight-reading skills, relative minor key signatures, and
an understanding of the different roles melody plays in various styles and genres
Harmony - demonstrate an understanding of the relationships and roles of simple and
complex chords

Texture - identify, by listening, the texture styles (i.e. homophony, monophony,
polyphony)

Form - demonstrate an understanding of large formal structures, and recognize
repetition and patterns that shape form

Expressive elements - analyze the interaction of the text and music, and apply
expressive elements appropriately to enhance the meaning of the text

Timbre - demonstrate proper use of timbre according to the style of music

Aesthetics - verbalize the intrinsic value of a given musical work

Culture - identify and describe the characteristics that make a genre or style unique
within a given composition

Performance - evaluate the opportunities available in various musical careers, and
recognize the skills and commitment necessary to pursue a musical career

Texts: Texts will be selected from published works of varied cultures ranging in time
period 600-present, as well as the occasional unpublished work or arrangement of the
director or various students. Texts will be selected according to the overall proficiency of
the ensemble.



EHS Treble Choir: Bella Voce
Course Syllabus

Instructor: Seth McMullen

Course Number: 811-01

Pre-requisite: Acceptance by audition only

Course Overview: An advanced performance based course with an emphasis on both
large-ensemble classical choral music and vocal jazz, teaching basics in vocal
improvisation, jazz theory, jazz literature and jazz history, as well as advanced concepts
in singing, music literature, history, theory, music appreciation, and vocal presentation.
This course requires participation at all performances. There will be extensive out of
school commitments required of this ensemble. During this course, the student will
work towards performance proficiency in the following areas:

Rhythm - demonstrate, through performance, the rhythmic styles and concepts
associated with various jazz genres

Melody - demonstrate through performance the ability to improvise melodies (with
appropriate syllable choices) within the context of a given style

Harmony - demonstrate an understanding of how chord tones affect harmony, blend
and balance

Texture - demonstrate through performance stylistically correct textural changes in
the rhythm section or voices

Form - recognize the traditional structures of jazz forms, and demonstrate ways in
which the form of a composition can be changed utilizing jazz techniques

Expressive Elements - demonstrate an understanding of expressive elements unique
to the jazz idiom

Timbre - discuss and apply timbre choice both in composed works and improvised
music

Aesthetics - verbalize the intrinsic value of a given musical work

Culture - demonstrate, through performance, a historically and culturally appropriate
interpretation of jazz genres

Performance - demonstrate proper microphone technique and stylistically appropriate
movement within the context of a jazz performance

Texts: Texts will be selected from published works of varied cultures ranging in time
period 600-present, as well as the occasional unpublished work or arrangement of the
director or various students. Texts will be selected according to the overall proficiency of
the ensemble.



Men’s Concert Choir: MAN Choir, Chapter VI
Course Syllabus

Instructor: Seth McMullen

Course Number: 804-01

Pre-requisite: None

Course Overview: An entry-level performance based course with an emphasis on large-
ensemble choral music, as well as basics in singing, music literature, history, theory,
music appreciation, and vocal presentation. This course requires participation at all
performances, as well as some out-of-school rehearsals. During this course, the student
will work towards performance proficiency in the following areas:

Rhythm - distinguish basic rhythmic patterns and tempo markings
Melody - recognize major key signatures and demonstrate melodic patterns and

phrasing
Harmony - recognize tension and release, and demonstrate harmonically-accurate

pitch and vowel production
Texture - demonstrate an understanding of homophony, monophony and polyphony

Form - apply understanding of formal patterns
Expressive Elements - demonstrate, through performance, effective expression of the

text
Timbre - recognize timbre choices and their appropriateness to musical expression
Aesthetics - demonstrate how music facilitates the communication of emotions and

ideas
Performance - demonstrate the proper production of sound, proper performer and
audience etiquette, as well as the visual and sensory elements of performance

Texts: Texts will be selected from published works of varied cultures ranging in time
period 600-present, as well as the occasional unpublished work or arrangement of the
director or various students. Texts will be selected according to the overall proficiency of

the ensemble.



EHS Concert Choir: Bel Canto
Course Syllabus

Instructor: Seth McMullen

Course Number: 805-01

Pre-requisite: None

Course Overview: An entry-level performance based course with an emphasis on large-
ensemble choral music, as well as basics in singing, music literature, history, theory,
music appreciation, and vocal presentation. This course requires participation at all
performances, as well as some out-of-school rehearsals. During this course, the student
will work towards performance proficiency in the following areas:

Rhythm - distinguish basic rhythmic patterns and tempo markings
Melody - recognize major key signatures and demonstrate melodic patterns and

phrasing
Harmony - recognize tension and release, and demonstrate harmonically-accurate

pitch and vowel production
Texture - demonstrate an understanding of homophony, monophony and polyphony

Form - apply understanding of formal patterns
Expressive Elements - demonstrate, through performance, effective expression of the

text
Timbre - recognize timbre choices and their appropriateness to musical expression
Aesthetics - demonstrate how music facilitates the communication of emotions and

ideas
Performance - demonstrate the proper production of sound, proper performer and
audience etiquette, as well as the visual and sensory elements of performance

Texts: Texts will be selected from published works of varied cultures ranging in time
period 600-present, as well as the occasional unpublished work or arrangement of the
director or various students. Texts will be selected according to the overall proficiency of

the ensemble.



1.1) Student Behavior Expectations:
Students will be expected to behave in accordance with all school and district
policies outlined in the student handbook.
Students will be prepared and punctual to all rehearsals and performances.
Students will treat their peers with dignity and respect.
Students will promote an environment of appropriate creative artistic expression.

1.2) Assignments:
Any homework assignments given are due at the beginning of class.
Late homework will be accepted as per EHS policy. Receiving makeup work is
the responsibility of the student, NOT the director.
Homework, tests, quizzes and performance exams will receive a point value grade
AND the following ISAT classification for quality of work:

A Advanced Assignment meets and exceeds proficiency criteria
P Proficient Assignment meets proficiency criteria

B Basic Assignment does not meet all proficiency criteria
BB Below Basic  Assignment does not meet proficiency criteria

1.3) Exams and assignments:
A final exam will be given at the end of each semester, during exam time.

1.4) Eligibility

As per district policy, students must be in attendance for the entire educational day to
perform or travel. If a student misses class due to truancy or illness, they will not be
allowed to participate in any choral ensemble activities after school that day, including
travel. At EHS, students that have a failing grade in ANY class are declared
academically ineligible. Ineligible students cannot perform with their choir (see section
2.2 for more information). In addition, to travel as a part of any EHS choral ensemble
when the trip causes the student to miss ANY class time, students must have C’s or better
in ALL their classes. This includes trips at the beginning of the semester. It is expected
that students be academically eligible for ALL performances.

1.5) Financial Responsibility

Varsity ensembles will be required to travel, and costs will be assessed accordingly.
Some of the money that is fund-raised during the year will be used to defray the costs to
students. Trips that cost more than $100 per student may require a non-refundable down
payment in advance. Please note that bus and hotel costs are contracted ahead of time; if
a student backs out of a trip, the choir will still be billed for their share of bus and hotel
costs. Therefore, if a student has committed to a trip, and then backs out or cannot travel
due to academic ineligibility, they are still responsible for their bus and hotel costs, so as
not to unfairly burden the other students financially.

1.6) Contact Information
Prep period: 9:55 - 10:55 AM
(208) 350-4235 x 1508  mcmullsr@meridianschools.org




2.0) Eagle High School Grading Policies for Performance Vocal Music Courses

1

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

Students are expected to be in attendance at rehearsal during the school day. In performance-
oriented classes, every session brings new material, techniques and editing of literature. Missing
rehearsals causes the instructor to re-teach old materials, techniques, etc., causing further loss of
class time that could be spent with new techniques and materials. All students are valued
members of their ensemble. Their classmates and directors rely on their attendance and
participation. Application: Students are allowed six (6) absences per semester without losing
credit, as concurrent with school policy.

Students are expected to be in attendance at all ensemble performances, for the duration of the
performance. In addition to home concerts, students will participate in assorted festivals and out-
of-school performances. Application: Attendance at all performances is required. If a
student misses a performance, they will receive a failing grade for that performance.
Academically ineligible students (see section 1.4) are expected to be in attendance at all
Home Concerts, even though they will not be performing. Students excused in accordance
with District Policy will be given an opportunity to make-up credit (see item 7 below).

Classwork: Students are expected to be prepared for and participate in all school rehearsals. All
students are expected to be punctual, alert and actively participating in the rehearsal process. All
students will be required to have a folder, a pencil, and all music. If conditions exist that prevent
the student from actively participating in rehearsal, students are expected to pay attention, take
notes and follow along in their music. Application: Students have the opportunity every day
to earn five points for attendance/participation. Failure to be prepared for rehearsal will
result in partial or no participation credit for that rehearsal. Failure to participate and
causing disturbances that interrupt the spirit of the rehearsal will result in partial or no
credit for that rehearsal. Tardiness constitutes a disturbance, and will result in point loss.
Large-scale disturbances may also result in disciplinary action. Attendance is considered
part of the “Classwork™ grade, and count for 30%o of the total grade.

Home Concerts: These concerts are scheduled before the beginning of the school year and are
non-negotiable. Students receive 100 points per home concert performance. Call times for
home concerts are determined the week before, and vary according to which group has set up
responsibility. Call times range from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM. Academically ineligible students are
expected to be at call time rehearsals. Students, not teachers, should make athletic practice
arrangements with coaches. Students who plan on missing more than one home concert per year
should consider taking a different class. Home Concerts are considered part of the “Tests”
grad, and count for 30% of the total grade. The next school day following the Home
Concert, students are expected to turn in a one page critical analysis of their ensembles
performance.

Festivals: Some music groups will be given the opportunity to perform at festivals throughout the
year. Once again, attendance is mandatory. Students receive 100 points per festival. EHS
Music department will follow district and building policies and procedures regarding all
festivals and overnight trips, including academic eligibility (see section 1.4). Festivals are
considered part of the “Quizzes” grade, and count for 20% of the total grade.

Semester Projects: All Choral Students are required to complete a semester project. Advanced
ensembles are required to attend two performances and hand in critiques on each. Students in
Beginning or Intermediate ensembles are required to complete the “Foundations of Voice”
curriculum. More information on Semester projects can be found in section 3. Semester Projects
are considered part of the “Semester Project” grade, and count for 10% of the total grade.

Finals: Students will receive a final exam before the end of each semester. Finals may be
comprehensive, or they may cover a specific unit or area of music theory or history. Specific



information regarding final exam topics will be provided at least two weeks prior to examination.
Finals will vary from class to class. Application: Finals count for 10% of the semester grade.

8) Students are expected to be at the venue ready to rehearse at the specified Call Time, usually one
hour prior to performance. Call Times vary, depending on group and performance. Call Times
will be finalized the week before any given performance. Application: Students late for call
will be penalized 25% of the performance grade. Students that miss a Call Time rehearsal
may not be allowed to perform, resulting in the loss of performance credit.

9) Students are expected to approach their teacher concerning make-up work. Opportunities for extra
credit and make-up work can only be made available at the discretion of the ensemble director.
Missed points may be made up during the last three weeks of a semester. Application: Points
will be rewarded according to difficulty level of work per student and overall quality of
work. Points awarded are non-negotiable.

2.1) Grading Scale: Grading scale will be consistent with the district-wide scale.
Grade Weight and Percentages
Concerts/Tests: 30%
Festivals/Quizzes: 20%
Classwork: 30%
Semester Project: 10%
Final: 10%

2.2) Lettering in Choir
To receive a Varsity Letter in Choir, a student must complete the following criteria over the course of the
current school year:
A grade of an A for the year in all of their choral classes with participation for the entire school
year letter awarded
Attendance at all Home Concerts and all Festivals
Participation in the D III Solo/Ensemble Festival
Two hours of Community Service

In addition the student must accrue 12 points taken from the following list:

Ensemble Participation 4 point per ensemble, per semester
Choir Officer/Section Leader 1 point
Concert Set-up/Tear-down 1 point for each concert
Voice Lesson Participation 1 point per semester
All State/Northwest/National Choir Audition 1 point
Acceptance and Participation 2 points
EHS Musical Audition 1 point
Major Role 2 points
Minor Role 1 point
Participation in State Solo Competition 2 points
Superior at D-III Solo/Ensemble 2 points, four point max
Excellent at D-III Solo/Ensemble 1 point, two point max
Outside of school solo or choir participation 1 point, two points max
Additional Non-EHS Concert Attendance 1 point, one page write up included, two point max
National Anthem Performance 1 point, % point for Ensemble, three point max
Additional Community Service 1 point per every two hours, four point max

After completion of the following criteria, the student will be awarded with a Varsity Letter during the End
of the Year Concert, in May. Varsity Letters will ONLY be awarded for the current academic school year.



Section 3.0: Miscellaneous

3.1: Semester Projects

All students are required to complete a semester project in their respective classes.
Project criteria will differ from class to class. All semester projects are due during their
corresponding semester final. The parent/student contract sign-off and medical
release form are part of the semester project grade.

Sonous and Bella Voce Projects:
Students enrolled are required to attend two concerts and turn in a one page critical
analysis of each performance, along with an annotated program. Students are encouraged
to attend choral concerts of other Meridian School District or Treasure Valley area high
school choirs. The criteria for the concerts are as follows:

Both concerts must feature music that would predominately fall under the

jazz or classical performance practice.

Concerts must feature high school or higher level ensembles.

One of the concerts must feature choral music.

Students may not review concerts they are performing in, with the

exception of the MEN workshop.

The concerts must occur during the semester.

Premium Blend Project:

In addition to completing the requirements of their concurrent classical ensemble,
members of Premium Blend are required to attend one Jazz concert and turn in a one
page critical analysis and annotated program. Criteria for a concert are the same as
above. In addition, students are required to complete a “Friday Listening” presentation.

Bel Canto and Man Choir Projects:

Students enrolled are required to sign up and participate in one lunch hour small group
voice lesson, and fill out the accompanying work sheet. Sign ups will be posted on the
choir room door. No more than eight singers per lesson, please! Ample time slots will
be provided.



3.2 Solos
Extra-curricular Solos
On the first Monday of March, Eagle High School participates in the District III Solo/Ensemble Festival.
Students are given the opportunity to prepare a solo for this competition. Solos must be selected from the
state list (www.idahomusiced.org). The top two soloists in each voice category are then given the
opportunity to represent the district at the State Solo Festival in May. Participation in this event is required
for students to receive a Varsity Letter in Choir. It is highly recommended that students choosing to
participate in the Solo Festival take private voice lessons. Mr. McMullen does not teach private voice.

Curricular Solos

Most of the choral ensembles will perform some literature that requires a soloist. Soloists are chosen in the
following ways:

1) Instructor Appointed: Solo is awarded by director without an audition

2) Closed Audition: instructor auditions soloists in a private audition

3) Open Audition: instructor auditions soloist in front of class

Occasionally, an understudy will be assigned for a solo. This is usually in cases of very big features or
when songs that will be performed over more than one semester. If you are assigned a role as an
understudy, it does not guarantee that you will be given an opportunity to perform the solo.

So you want a solo? As the instructor, here is my thought process in selecting soloists

1)  Is this the right voice for the solo? Usually there is a specific solo sound I am looking for. This
sound is dependant on the specific solo. Although voices can be coached to sound differently, it is usually
best if the soloist is creating the sound in a free and relaxed manner.

2) Is the singer confident and prepared? Remember, we do not mic soloists unless it is in jazz. You
may have the greatest voice in the world, but if you cannot project confidently, don’t expect to get a solo.
If you don’t know the music, are late or miss the audition, or aren’t prepared, you won’t receive a solo.

3) s the singer coach-able? If you cannot handle the constructive criticism involved in being a soloist,
or have shown inflexibility to instruction, you won’t receive a solo.

4)  Has the singer received a solo already this year? While I do not limit students to one solo per year, it
is important to “spread the wealth,” so I do take number of solos into consideration.

5)  What is the grade level of the singer? As a last resort, [ will break a tie by awarding the solo to the
student with the highest level of seniority.



Section 3.3: Auditions

Curricular Choirs

Curricular Choirs rehearse during the instructional day. The different choirs progress in a stepwise manner,
as follows:

Male
Students Female Students

Bel Canto (non-auditioned Women’s Ensemble)

Fortis (non-auditioned Men’s Ensemble)
Bella Voce (select Women’s Ensemble)

Sonous (auditioned mixed choir)
Sonous (auditioned mixed choir)

Premium Blend is a one-on-a-microphone vocal jazz ensemble. Singers in Premium Blend MUST be
enrolled in a classical vocal ensemble as well.

The first part of the audition process will run in late April. In early May, I will hold a callback auditions
for students that are being considered for Sonous and Premium Blend. After the audition process is
complete, I will post the final rosters for the Choirs.

So you want to be in a select ensemble? Here is what I am looking for:

1) What voice parts are appropriate for the student? What notes can the student comfortably and safely
sing? How is your voice progressing?

2) Does the quality of the student’s voice warrant placement in an advanced ensemble? Does the student
have the maturity to handle the pressure of an advanced ensemble?

3) How do you act in rehearsal? Are you a good student? If academic eligibility is a problem, I will not
place you in touring ensembles.

4) What is the most appropriate ensemble placement for the student? What will offer the student the best
opportunity for personal and vocal growth?

5) Can you function in a team setting? What is your commitment level to the choral program?

6) What is the grade level of the singer? As a last resort, I will break a tie by giving priority placement to
the student with the highest level of seniority.

A student’s placement in auditioned choral ensembles is at the sole discretion of the instructor.



Section 4.0: Travel Eligibility Check List

To be eligible to leave campus with the choir, all of the
following must be accounted for:

v Eagle High School Activity Card purchased

v Choir Course Fee paid

v Medical Release Form completed and returned

v’ Parent/Student Contract signed and returned

v' Current Student Grade Check verified

v’ Previous Outstanding Balances paid



Section 5.0: Parent/Student Contract

I, the undersigned have read and understand the information presented in the
sections on course syllabus, behavior expectations, academic eligibility and grading
policies. I have received the attached calendar of events and the approximation of costs
list. I furthermore give permission for my child to be transported by charter bus, school
bus or arranged district transportation to and from activities participated in by the Eagle
High School Choral Union.

Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature Date

Booster Club Information

Student Name:

Parent Name:

Ensembles Participated In:

(circle all that apply)
Sonous Premium Blend Bella Voce  Man Choir  Bel Canto
Home Phone: email address:
Check all that apply

I would like to attend booster club meetings

I cannot attend booster club meetings, but please include me in emails
I would like to chaperone local trips

I would like to chaperone overnight trips

I would like to serve as an officer on the board of directors

[ would like to help with the Holiday Concert fundraiser

I would like to help with home concerts

Leave me alone! (Do not send me any information about Choral Boosters)



